Safe and effective treatment of early suprahepatic inferior vena caval outflow compromise following orthotopic liver transplantation using percutaneous transluminal angioplasty and stent placement.
To describe the safety and efficacy of percutaneous transluminal angioplasty and stent placement in patients presenting with suprahepatic inferior vena cava (IVC) outflow compromise in the early postoperative period following orthotopic liver transplantation. Between October 2002 and April 2009, 3 patients presented with IVC outflow compromise in the first 2 months following orthotopic liver transplantation. All 3 underwent percutaneous transluminal angioplasty and stent placement without complication and showed significant clinical improvement at short and intermediate term follow-up. Percutaneous transluminal angioplasty and Gianturco stent placement is a safe and effective treatment for IVC outflow compromise in the early postoperative period following orthotopic liver transplantation.